
 

Our Family of Parishes 
 

Diocesan Directives for Family of Parishes 

WHAT IS A FAMILY OF PARISHES?  
The following is taken from Bishop Fabbro’s letter about the new “Family of Parishes” vision for the 

Diocese of London. 

“…This missionary focus is already to be found in many ways and in many instances in our parishes. 

But it must increase and become the main characteristic of life in all our parishes if they are to be 

what they are really meant to be — communities engaged in the mission give to the Church by Jesus 

himself, to make it possible for others to experience life in the Kingdom of God in our time and in this 

place. 

Recognizing the need to develop a new model of parish organization that will provide for many less 

priests serving in parishes in the next decade and to focus on being mission oriented, a Task Force 

investigated what was being done in other dioceses in Canada and the United States to meet these 

goals. The model that was found to be the most practical and useful involves larger groupings of 

parishes than we have known in the past. 

In this model three, four or even five parishes are grouped together. The individual parishes are not 

closed or merged together; each remains a distinct parish yet forms the Family of Parishes 

A priest is appointed pastor of the family and becomes the priest-leader within the family. His main 

responsibilities will be to proclaim the word of God, celebrate the sacraments and provide pastoral 

care for the people. In addition, he will oversee the work of the other ministers in the family, who will 

form the pastoral team. There may be a second priest or more in the family, working hand-in-hand 

with the pastor and other members of the pastoral team. 

One role that will be strongly recommended for each grouping is that of a “Business Administrator”, 

who, with volunteers from each of the individual parishes, will take care of the maintenance of the 

buildings; he/she will also manage the day-to-day financial affairs of each parish. The position could 

be full-time or part-time depending on the needs in the family. This role also frees the priest to focus 

on pastoral needs. 

It is the intent that Sunday Mass be celebrated in every church in the grouping, although it will 

not be possible to have as many Masses in each church as at present. 

It should be noted that the Task Force will not be recommending the closure of any parishes or 

churches. But every parish and Catholic Community of our Diocese will be moved into a grouping by 

the end of the next decade, that is, by 2025. 

The “Family of Parishes” model, is different than simply larger clusters of parishes. Like a 

family they will, hopefully, be characterized by close cooperation and sharing in realizing the 

common goal of being mission-driven.” 

 

 

 



 

OUR FAMILY OF PARISHES 

In Sarnia the New Family of Parishes brings together Our Lady of Mercy, St. Joseph, St. Benedict, St. 

Thomas d’Aquin, Queen of Peace, Sacred Heart and St. Michael parishes.  Rev.  Brian Jane has 

been appointed Pastor and will be assisted by Associate Pastors Rev. Anthony Eboh, Rev. Jose 

Montepeque, Rev. Jan Burczyk with an additional Associate Pastor appointed to the family at a later 

date. The Pastoral staff also includes Deacon Lyle Lalonge, Deacon David Robertson, Deacon Chris 

Stoesser, Deacon David Cummings and Lay Ecclesial Ministers Leanne Moran and Leonia Downie. 

A Transition Team made up of parish priests, lay ecclesial ministers a representative of Deacons 

along with 2 representatives from each of the parishes has been meeting regularly to work on a name 

for the Family, a logo and recommendations to ensure all the parishes’ needs are met. 

The name, Sarnia Bluewater Roman Catholic Family of Parishes, has been submitted to Bishop 

Fabbro for approval.  

Updates are posted on each of the 7 parishes’ websites and in their online bulletins.  As well a hotline 

has been set up for anyone in our communities seeking more information on our Family of Parishes.  

Please call: (519) 336-2653 ext. 22 to leave a message or ask a question. A member of the 

Transition Team will get back to you. 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Family of Parishes – Volunteers Needed   

The Family of Parishes is looking for volunteers to participate the following committee:        

Finance Council  

There will be one finance council for the family of parishes with a minimum of one representative per 

parish. The finance council will oversee and monitor financial results of parishes in the family. It is a 

consultative body that provides counsel to the pastor of the parishes.  

We are looking for parishioners with sound financial understanding and backgrounds to represent 

their individual parishes. 

If interested in either of these committees please contact your respective parish offices or email,  

Chris Doyle, at ctdoyle147@gmail.com  

-------------------------------------------------------------- 
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