
A Family of Parishes 
 
Background  
 
As Bishop Fabbro stated; 
“The Families of Parishes are the first concrete step in our diocesan response to the new 
realities of our day. They are intended to foster a spirit of communion among the parishes 
and Catholic Communities which are a part of each family. From this communion, a 
deeper sense of mission will evolve.    
  
This model of parish organization will necessarily demand that we think no longer in 
terms of “our community only” but of “our communion together”. It will call for the 
leadership of the pastor and priests, working not only alone but in collaboration with a 
varied pastoral team and lay leaders. What is more, each member, by virtue of his or her 
baptism, will have a part to play in order that the family might meet the spiritual needs of 
its members and serve this wider community, announcing to all the Good News of God’s 
immense, merciful love”.        
                                                                                                       
Recognizing the need to develop a new model of parish organization that will provide for 
many less priests serving in parishes in the next decade and to provide new possibilities 
to become more mission oriented, the Diocese of London along with many other dioceses 
in North America have developed and formed the Family of Parish model.  In this model 
typically three to five or even more parishes are grouped together. The individual 
parishes are not closed or merged together; each remains a distinct parish (maintaining 
its original name) within the Family of Parishes. A pastor is appointed to the family and is 
assisted by other priests to proclaim the gospel, celebrate the sacraments and provide 
pastoral care to the family.  In addition, the pastor will oversee the work of the other 
ministers who will form the pastoral team.  
 
There will be a number of people providing ministry in the family. Among these might be a 
permanent deacon(s), lay ecclesial minister(s) or other ministers as deemed appropriate. 
In addition, new roles might be developed based on the needs of the Family, roles which 
typically may not be financially possible if one parish were to carry the burden alone. The 
leadership of the family, will determine what ministries are needed to accomplish the 
essential needs and goals.   
 
The name Family of Parishes, indicates that this is different than simply a larger cluster of 
parishes. Like a family they will be characterized by close cooperation and sharing in 
resources to realize the common goal of being mission-oriented. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sarnia Family Update   

 

The Family of Parishes in Sarnia is composed of Queen of Peace, St. Thomas D’Aquin, 

Our Lady of Mercy, St. Joseph, St. Benedict, Sacred Heart, and St. Michael. Things are 

well under way for this new Family to become a reality effective July 1, 2021.  Fr. Brian 

Jane has been appointed Pastor of our Family and will be assisted by Fr. Jose 

Montepeque, Fr. Jan Burczyk, Fr. Anthony Eboh and one other priest that will be 

assigned to us by the effective date. The following Deacons will also assist in our family, 

Deacon David Robertson, Deacon Christopher Stoesser, Deacon David Cummings, and 

Deacon Lyle LaLonge. 

 

To accomplish our goal to be a family by July 01, 2021 a Transition Team has been 

formed according to the protocols of the Diocese of London. The Transition Team 

consists of the parish priests, deacons and lay ecclesial ministers along with 2 

representatives from each of the 7 parishes. 

                                           

The Transition Team meets regularly to monitor the change and facilitate communication. 

The Transition Team does not decide the change; they are monitoring it and assisting the 

leader(s) who, with the vision and mission in mind, will manage the change and address 

the concerns brought forth. The transition to become a Family of Parishes is one of mind, 

heart and habit. It is sometimes the heart that takes the longest route to the new 

beginning. 

                                                                             

To learn more about the transition team or offer suggestions/input please contact: 

 

Deacon David Cummings  dcummings@dol.ca   (519) 339-0641 

Regina Croskery croskery2321@yahoo.ca      (519) 330-1995 

Sylvie Barbeau Chmielewski  chmisylv@cscprovidence.ca  (519) 381-3067 

Armando Notte   armando_notte_3@sympatico.ca   (519) 869-2131 

This truly is an exciting time for all the parishes in Sarnia who will become a Family.  We 
all have great faith, diversity, gifts and talents to bring together to make us a much 
stronger, holier and more fully a mission-oriented Church. 
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